Robert Lester

Cambridge, MA ¢ (617) 997-2727 e robert.lester1003@gmail.com
robert-lester.com ¢ GitHub e LinkedIn

Summary

Data scientist with 4+ years of experience building production data pipelines, ML systems, and analytics
platforms at scale. Track record of delivering cross-functional data products to engineering, marketing, sales,
and executive stakeholders. Published technical writer with industry podcast appearances.

Experience

Data Scientist

Akamai Technologies, Cambridge, MA | June 2021 — January 2026

¢ Built anomaly detection system using clustering models and classifiers to identify malicious traffic patterns, assign severity scores,
and generate attack alerts

e System now serves 3,000+ accounts globally (NA, LATAM, Israel, APJ, EMEA); productized as WSA Al Insights, a client-facing tool
used by ~100 customers

¢ Designed and maintained ETL pipelines processing billions of daily requests; optimized and migrated Databricks workloads to
internal compute, saving $1.1M/year

e Applied LLMs to threat research workflows for pattern analysis and insight extraction

¢ Delivered real-time dashboards and Bl solutions to services, marketing, sales, threat research, product, and executive teams

e Authored technical blog series; appeared on Stack Overflow Podcast discussing data insights at scale

Full Stack Developer
Alliance for Citizen Engagement, Boston, MA | June 2020 — February 2021

¢ Built and delivered custom web application on limited nonprofit budget using WordPress, HTML, Google Apps Script, and
JavaScript

Research Intern

Tufts University — Perseus Digital Lab, Somerville, MA | October 2019 — May 2020

¢ Contributed to Greek Machine Translation Project: feature engineering, data sourcing, model evaluation, and research
presentations

Publications & Media

e Stack Overflow Podcast: "Search engine bots crawled so Al bots could run" (January 2025)

e Technical blog posts on traffic analysis and emerging data patterns at Akamai (2024-2025)

Education

Tufts University
B.S. Computer Science, Minor in Greek & Latin Studies | 2018 — 2022

Technical Skills

Core: Python, PySpark, SQL, Tableau, Azure/Databricks, Snowflake, Data Engineering, ETL Pipelines,
Database Administration, Web Scraping, Applied ML, NLP, Statistics

ML/Analytics: Anomaly Detection, Clustering, Classification, Time Series, LLM Prompting, Real-Time
Dashboards
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